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THE LORD’S SPRING FEASTS 

(Passover – Feast of Unleavened Bread - The Feast of Firstfruits) 

Pastor Richard D. McCreary II, Ph.D. 

 

Leviticus 23:1-44 contains the days which are sacred to the LORD. After the 

Sabbath (v. 3), the feasts are stated in the order of the calendar (Vv. 4-44). 

YAHUAH's people are told that "The feasts of the LORD, which you shall 

proclaim to be holy convocation" (a formal assembly of God's people). 

However, only the feasts of 1) Passover/Unleavened Bread; 2) Weeks 

(Pentecost/Shavuot); and 3) Tabernacles (Booths/Sukkot) require all 

males to gather in Jerusalem (Ex. 23:14-17; Deut. 16:16-17). 

The Sabbath, a day of solemn rest, is a divine ordinance of Father YAH, 

established as the fourth commandment (Gen. 2:1-3 and Ex. 20:8-11). The 

Book of Jubilees provides additional insight, revealing that the angels 

in heaven observed the Sabbath with God. This unique day, sanctified by 

Father YAH, is an everlasting ordinance ordained by God. The Sabbath is a 

day of rest and reflection, a time to remember God's creation and covenant 

with His people. 

Three events were commemorated in March/April: 1) Passover on the 14th 

Lev. 23:5); 2) Feast of Unleavened Bread on the 15th-21st (Vv. 6-8); and 3) 

Feast of Firstfruits on the day after the Sabbath of Unleavened Bread week 

(Vv. 9-14), always on Sunday. 

The LORD's Passover commemorated God's deliverance of Israel from Egypt 

(Ex. 12:1-14, 43-49; Num. 28:16; Deut. 16:1-2). 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread is connected with the Passover and 

commemorates Israel's hurried departure from Egypt and the associated 

hardships (Ex. 12:15-20; 13:3-10; Num. 28:17-25; Deut. 16:3-8). 
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The Feast of First Fruits 

In Leviticus 23:4-5, God YAHIUAH sets the date for Passover. He sets a date 

for the Feast of Unleavened Bread in Leviticus 23:6-8. In Leviticus 23:9-11, 

He describes the Feast of Firstfruits, "And the Lord spoke to Moses, 

saying, 10 "Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 'When you come 

into the land which I give to you, and reap its harvest, then you shall bring a 

sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest. 11 He shall wave the sheaf 

before the LORD, to be accepted on your behalf; on the day after the Sabbath 

the priest shall wave it." 

The sheaf represented the entire harvest. The Israelites were to offer that one 

sheaf as a token of the harvest. Leviticus 23:11 says, "And he (the priest) 

shall wave the sheaf before the Lord and be accepted (by God) on the 

next day after the Sabbath, the priest shall wave it." 

The Feast of Firstfruits or the firstfruits of your harvest, is dedicated in the 

initial part of the barley harvest in March/April and was observed on the day 

after the Sabbath of the Unleavened Bread week (this was called the early 

Firstfruits which is not the same as the latter Firstfruits of Shavuot). It involved 

presenting to the LORD a sheaf of barley (Lev. 23:10-11) accompanied by 

burnt, grain, and drink offerings (Ex. 29:40). Firstfruits symbolized the 

consecration of the whole harvest to God and was a pledge of the entire 

harvest to come (Rom. 8:23; 11:16; 1 Cor. 15:20; James 1:18).  

The Feast of Firstfruits is not just a celebration, but a lesson in faith and trust. 

The people of God were to know that they owed their best to God. 

Nothing they have did not come from Him. It was risky for them to offer 

God the first harvest. Who knew if there would be more harvest? But in doing 

so, they were to learn faith and trust in the God who has proven His 

faithfulness repeatedly. This is a powerful reminder for us, too, that we don't 

just give God the best but also give God first. The instruction is God's 
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YAHUAH's due and our priority. This Feast was also to mark the Yahudim 

dedication and fellowship with the God who provides. This lesson is one that 

we can all apply in our lives today.  

In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul describes Christ as the first fruits: "But now 

Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the first fruits of those 

who have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by Man also came 

the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ, 

all shall be made alive.  But each one in his own order: Christ the first 

fruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming (1 Corinthians 

15:20-23). 

In reading the entire chapter, one notices how Paul focuses on grain (Vv. 35-

49).  This whole trio of feasts — Passover, Unleavened Bread, and 

Firstfruits — seems to have been at the forefront of his mind as he wrote 

1 Corinthians.15). The message here is pretty straightforward: when Savior 

Yahusha overcame death, He became the firstfruits of those raised from the 

dead.  The rest of the harvest is to come later. 

Passover could fall on any day of the week, depending on the year. 

Regardless of the day, the Feast of First Fruits always fell on the first day 

after the Sabbath after Passover and the seven days of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 23:9-14). The Feast of First Fruits was the first 

of the harvest celebrations; therefore, it always took place on a Sunday. 

The women came to the tomb where the Savior was buried early Sunday 

morning and found the tomb empty because the Savior had risen as He said 

He would. Luke 24:1-8 says, "On the first day of the week, very early in 

the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to 

the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when 

they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Yahusha. 4 While 

they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that 
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gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women 

bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 

"Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he 

has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in 

Galilee:  7 'The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of 

sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.'" 

What a surprising scene and revelation. As the smoke at the Temple was 

going up from the sacrifice of First Fruits, a group of women returned to the 

tomb to complete the Savior's burial with spices and fragrant oils, but it was 

to no avail because the Savior had risen. On the morning of the Feast of First 

Fruits, the Savior Yahusha became the first to rise again from the dead. 

Christ's resurrection as the "first fruits" was adopted as Easter—

Resurrection Sunday. Nowhere in Scripture did God, Christ, the Apostles, or 

the first-century saints change what was instituted by God. The change to 

the practice of Easter observance is the product of the Roman Catholic 

Church, not God, and clearly in opposition to God's divine instructions. Christ 

is the "first fruit" of those who slept, and the "first fruits" represented the 

entire harvest (all those in Christ).  

The crucifixion of the Savior Yahusha took place on the 14th of Abib. He lay 

dead for three days, so He remained in the grave/tomb until the 17th day of 

Abib, the day of the Feast of Firstfruits. Father YAH arranged for His "new 

beginning" of Earth in the days of Noah to occur on the "anniversary"—in 

advance—of our "new beginning" in Christ. Everything happens according to 

God's perfect timing to form His complete plan of salvation. Christ is our new 

beginning just as God YAHUAH created a new beginning of His creation on 

the 17th of Abib (Genesis 8:4), when the Flood ended and the Ark finally 

came to rest on the mountains of Ararat.  
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The Two Calendars 

It is important to remember that the Yahudim (Jews) have two calendars, not 

just one. The calendar in Genesis is the original one that starts the Jewish 

New Year in the fall. The original names of most of the months have changed, 

but the first month in the Hebrew civil calendar is now called Tishri, and on 

the first day of that first month, the Jews celebrate Rosh Hashanah. 

It isn't until the book of Exodus that God tells Moses to change the calendar 

so that the seventh month becomes the first month instead. 

"Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of the first, saying, 

'This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first 

month of the year to you'" (Exodus 12:1-2). 

Because of Exodus 12:2, Abib (March/April) is the first month of the religious 

calendar, the month of the Passover. During Genesis, however, Abib would 

have still been considered the seventh month, and therefore, the Ark came 

to rest on the mountains of Ararat on the 1st of the month we now call 

Abib/Nisan. 

Months Old New 

Tishri, (Ethanim) 1 7 

Cheshvan, (Bul) 2 8 

Chisleu 3 9 

Tevet 4 10 

Sh’vat 5 11 

Adar 6 12 

Nisan, (Abib) 7 1 

Ilyar (Zif) 8 2 

Sivan 9 3 

Tammuz 10 4 

Av 11 5 

Elul 12 6 
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Christ is our Passover sacrificed for us (1 Cor. 5:7). He was made sin for us 

(1 Cor. 5:21). He became sin for us so that we can become righteous 

(unleavened bread—without leaven) when united in Him. And He is our First 

Fruits (1 Cor. 5:20-23) our "new beginning" in Him.  

What we celebrate in Firstfruits as believers in Christ has been made clear — 

we celebrate that Yahusha is the "first fruit" of the resurrection, and because 

He is the "first fruit," we can be part of the overall harvest. The Savior 

Yahusha fulfilled these feasts, but fulfilling does not mean abolishing them; 

instead, He satisfied a requirement--to bring to its intended goal, not to 

invalidate or destroy. Yahusha does not officially end or eliminate the 

LORD's Feasts. The LORD's Feasts is an everlasting ordinance for His people 

to observe.  

"This week, we are celebrating not one, not two, but three distinct 

holidays: Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and the Day of First 

Fruits. These three festivals speak of three stages of salvation: 

justification, sanctification, and glorification."     

 

 


