“WHAT THE BIBLE REALLY SAYS ABOUT BLACK HEBREWS”
(Based on History 909 With Added Scriptures)
Pastor Richard D. McCreary I, Ph.D.

The biblical Hebrew identity has often been lost in translation, misunderstood
through Western lenses, or dismissed. What does the Bible say about the Black
Hebrews? Across African American communities in the Caribbean in part of West
Africa and amongst scattered descendants in the Americas, many have begun to
reawaken to a spiritual identity long obscured by time and training. A growing
number of scholars, religious teachers, and everyday truth seekers claim that the
descendants of the ancient Israelites may not be who mainstream history has
traditionally portrayed; instead, the people the Bible calls Hebrews, God's chosen
people, were, in fact, people of African descent. But is this belief merely an
emotional search for dignity among oppressed people, or is it grounded in
Scripture, archaeology, and historical memory?

Exploring the Bible's narrative about the Black Hebrews is not just a religious
investigation but a historical unveiling. It speaks of forgotten kingdoms, erased
empires, a legacy of prophecy, and a people that has survived and thrived despite
the trials of slavery, colonization, and the silence of history itself. But never
forgotten by God. This unveiling is a testament to the enduring power of Hebrew
prophecy, a revelation that should reassure and boost the confidence of the Black
Hebrews and all who seek to understand their heritage, reminding them of the
strength and resilience embedded in their history.

To grasp the significance of the Black Hebrews' prophecies, one must delve into
the source, the Hebrew Bible, also known as the Old Testament. The Hebrew Bible
is a collection of religious texts and scriptures that form the basis of the Jewish
and Christian faiths. It consists of the Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings, and
its narrative traces the Hebrew people's lineage back to Abraham, who migrated
from Ur of the Chaldeans, modern-day Iraqg, and journeyed into Canaan. Ur was a
region controlled by Cushites led by Nimrod, the grandson of Ham. The Cushite
and Semites intermarried and shared the same area. This historical context, often
overlooked, provides compelling clues to the true identity of the Hebrews. It



enlightens and empowers those who seek knowledge about their heritage and the
historical roots of their faith.

The ancient region of northeast Africa was a cradle of early civilization. Egypt, with
its grandeur and centrality in ancient history, is often portrayed in isolation but
was never homogeneous. However, Ancient Egypt borders Nubia (Sudan) to the
south, Canaan in the northeast, and Kush (Ethiopia) in the southeast, placing the
early Hebrews in close contact with African civilizations. These regions had
populations that would be classified as black in appearance and descent.

THE GEOGRAPHY OF ANCIENT ISRAEL
(The Ancient Hebrews’ Presence in Africa)

When discussing Hebrews in Egypt, it's crucial to remember that the ancient world
had a different concept of race. Evidence from linguistic and cultural sources
suggests that the early Hebrews had strong Afroasiatic roots and possibly shared
ancestry or cultural similarity with neighboring African peoples due to racial
mixing and intermarriages. In the ancient world, racial boundaries were often



more fluid than today, and intermarriage between different ethnic groups was not
uncommon. This could have led to the blending of cultures and a shared heritage
among the Hebrews and their African neighbors, fostering a sense of connection
and inclusivity.

Joseph, the son of Jacob, was sold into slavery and rose to power in Egypt,
marrying an Egyptian woman, Asenath, and fathering two sons, Ephraim and
Manasseh. Moses spent much of his life in Egypt, marrying a Cushite woman
(Num. 12:1). Those connections are more than symbolic; they indicate that
Hebrew identity was not divorced from Africa but deeply interwoven with it. The
biblical land of Kush, often associated with the ancestors of Black Africans, is
repeatedly referenced in a positive, powerful light in Zephaniah 3:10, "From
beyond the rivers of Ethiopia (Kush), My worshipers, the daughter of My
dispersed ones, shall bring My offering.” Many Black Hebrews consider the
prophecy to refer to themselves. Zephaniah's prophecy acknowledges that the
worshippers of YAHUAH would come from beyond the river of Kush, a poetic
reference to the Upper Nile region, a region with a significant historical and
cultural influence on the Hebrews.

Isaiah 18:7 speaks of a people tall and smooth of skin . . . Whose land the rivers
divide, is often interpreted to refer to Kush (Ethiopia). Far from being peripheral,
these African regions were central to the Hebrew worldview; perhaps the most
cited and controversial chapter in the Black Hebrew movement is Deuteronomy
28. In this chapter, Moses outlines the blessings for obedience and curses for
disobedience that would come upon the children of Israel. While many of the
blessings involve prosperity and security, the curses describe a harrowing
narrative of dispersion, captivity, oppression, and suffering that eerily mirrors the
experiences of millions of Africans during the Transatlantic Slave Trade, a period
from the 16th to the 19th century during which millions of Africans by force
transported to the Americas. Deuteronomy 28:68 says, "And the Lord will take
you back to Egypt in ships, by the way of which | said to you, 'You shall never see
it again.' And there you shall be offered for sale to your enemies as male and
female slaves, but no one will buy you." This verse has sparked intense debate;
while mainstream interpretations view Egypt symbolically or as an expression of
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captivity, many Black Hebrews argue that this is a direct prophecy of Africans
being taken in ship to a new kind of Egypt, slavery in the Americas. The prophecy
outlines a series of dehumanizing conditions the Hebrews would serve their
enemies. Verse 48 states, "Therefore you shall serve your enemies, whom
the Lord will send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in need of
everything; and He will put a yoke of iron on your neck until He has destroyed
you." Verse 32 says, "Your sons and your daughters shall be given to another
people, and your eyes shall look and fail with longing for them all day long,
and there shall be no strength in your hand." Verse 30 states, "You shall build a
house, but you shall not dwell in it," and verse 64 says, "Then the Lord will
scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other, and there
you shall serve other gods, which neither you nor your fathers have known."

When viewed in context, these descriptions align with the centuries-long suffering
experienced by African descendants globally. The parallels between
Deuteronomy's curses and the experiences of the African diaspora have led many
to believe that these prophecies refer not to a distant ancient tribe but to the
Black people today.

One of the consistent prophetic themes in the Bible is the scattering of Israel
among all nations. In lIsaiah 11:11-12, the prophecy emphasizes that the
regathering of Israel will come not only from traditional Jewish lands but from a
wide range of places, including Kush and distant islands: "It shall come to pass in
that day that the Lord shall set His hand again the second time to recover the
remnant of His people who are left, from Assyria and Egypt, from Pathros and
Cush, from Elam and Shinar, from Hamath and the islands of the sea.

12 He will set up a banner for the nations, and will assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the
earth."

Psalm 83:2-5 describes a conspiracy to cut the Hebrews from being a nation that
the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance: "For behold, Your enemies
make a tumult; and those who hate You have lifted up their head. 3 They have
taken crafty counsel against Your people,
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And consulted together against Your sheltered ones. 4 They have said, 'Come,
and let us cut them off from being a nation, that the name of Israel may be
remembered no more.' 5 For they have consulted together with one content;
they form a confederacy against you." Many Black Hebrews have interpreted this
as a divine acknowledgment that Israel's identity would be stolen, forgotten, and
buried in history; yet, this loss would not be forever. The prophets speak
repeatedly of a remnant being awakened and restored. Jeremiah 17:4 tells the
scattering of Israel: "And you, even yourself, shall let go of your heritage which |
gave you;

And | will cause you to serve your enemies in the land which you do not know."
The implication here is spiritual amnesia, an entire people losing touch with their
identity, history, and purpose. Only in recent generations have descendants of
enslaved Africans begun to revisit this forgotten legacy and connect it with Biblical
prophecy.

In the latter days, the Bible speaks not only of judgment and exile but also of hope
and restoration. Isaiah 60:1-5 speaks of a time when darkness covers the earth,
but the light of the LORD arises upon His people: "Arise, shine; for your light has
come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. 2 For behold, the darkness
shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; but the Lord will arise over
you, and His glory will be seen upon you. 3 The Gentiles shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4 "Lift up your eyes all around, and
see: they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be nursed atyour side. 5 Then you shall see and
become radiant, and your heart shall swell with joy; because the abundance of
the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the Gentiles shall come to you. It
says, 'Surely the coastlands shall wait for Me; and the ships of Tarshish will
come first, to bring your sons from afar, their silver and their gold with them, to
the name of the Lord your God, and to the Holy One of Israel, because He has

glorified you.'"" Verse 9 says, "Surely the coastlands shall wait for Me; and the
ships of Tarshish will come first, to bring your sons from afar, their silver and
their gold with them, to the name of the Lord your God, and to the Holy One of

Israel, because He has glorified you."



The return of Father YAH's children from distant lands is a major prophetic motif
suggesting that Father YAH's people scattered across seas would someday return.
Zechariah 10:8-10 declares, "I will whistle for them and gather them, for I will
redeem them; and they shall increase as they once increased. 9 "I will sow them
among the peoples, and they shall remember Me in far countries; they shall live
with their children and return. 10 I will also bring them back from the land of
Egypt and gather them from Assyria. | will bring them into the land of Gilead
and Lebanon until no more room is found for them.” This remembrance has
become the heartbeat of the Black Hebrews' awakening, a spiritual homecoming
as much as a historical one. Africa, too, plays a central role in the final chapters of
prophecy. The lands of Kush and Egypt are mentioned as places of refuge, power,
and restoration, far from being a cursed land, as was falsely preached to justify
slavery. In biblical prophecy, Africa is a land of kings, worship, and divine visitation;
even the Messiah took refuge in Egypt as a child, a profound symbol of safety and
significance.

The question of Black Hebrews is more than a historical curiosity; it is a spiritual
revelation. When viewed with open-eyed and historical awareness, the Bible
speaks loudly of people who would be saved, scattered, forgotten, and yet
eventually remembered and restored.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade was not just a crime against humanity; to some, it
was the fulfillment of ancient prophecy. This does not deny the identity of others
who call themselves Jews today; rather, it affirms that the chosen people of the
Bible were far more diverse--far more widespread and, perhaps, far more
melanated than most are willing to acknowledge. As more descendants of Africa
awaken to this truth, they do not seek superiority but restoration. They strive to
reclaim a stolen legacy not from others but from silence. In doing so, they fulfill
the prophecy written thousands of years ago.

The Bible is not just the story of Israel; it is the story of a people hidden in plain
sight, suffering, scattered, yet never forgotten by their Creator.



